
Teaching of Mandarin 

in New Zealand 



National context

 Devolved schooling system since 1989 – schools decide 

which languages they teach

 Revised New Zealand Curriculum provides framework for 

language learning 

 Learning Languages is one of the eight key learning areas

 Ministry supports a number of international languages through 

resources and programmes

 Commitment to NZ’s official languages: te reo Māori and New 

Zealand Sign Language 



NZ-China Cooperation

 6th NZ-China Joint Working Group on Education and Training 

(2008) – promotion of Mandarin as a joint priority

 Memorandum of Understanding on Education and Training 

(renewed in 2009)

– National Language Advisor

– Teacher Professional Development Scholarships

– Doctoral Research Scholarships

 Arrangement on the Placement of Mandarin Teaching Aides in 

NZ Schools (2010)

 7th Joint Working Group (2010)



Other support

 Curriculum resources

– Hao! An introduction to Modern Standard Chinese

– Hao! Supplementary Materials

 Learning Languages: Guide for NZ Schools

 Teacher Professional Development in Languages Programme 

Years 7-10 (TPDL) 

 Language Immersion Awards for teachers 
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Hon Anne Tolley

Minister of Education 

“The number of New Zealand students learning Chinese 

language over the past five years has almost doubled.  

This is great to see.  

But we need more New Zealand students fluent in 

Mandarin if we are to encourage greater collaboration 

between New Zealand and China in the future.”


